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And in another place hard by,
An hundred women merrily
Were carding hard with joyful cheer
Who singing sate with voices clear.
And in a chamber close beside,
Two hundred maidens did abide,
In petticoats of Stammell red,
And milk-white kerchers on their head " l.
The weavers as they plied their tasks sang the * Weaver's
Song' :
" When Hercules did use to spin
And Pallas wrought upon the loom
Our trade to flourish did begin . , ." 2.
The reputation which his cloth obtained may be gauged
from the advice of the English envoy at Antwerp to the
Protector Somerset to send over ' a thousand of Winch-
combe's kersies', in discharge of a debt3. Even at the
end of the seventeenth century Jack of Newbury was the
chief figure in the pageant of the Clothworkers of London4,
John Winchcombe was not the only clothier in the otter great
sixteenth century who set up a manufactory and gathered
servants and looms under one roof. It is not unlikely that
the agrarian changes, which turned many husbandmen
adrift from the soil, furnished the labour which clothiers
with some capital at their command were able to utilize
in the woollen industry. Even the monasteries were
occasionally converted into factories. William Stumpe, a
clothier of Malmesbury, rented Osney Abbey in 1546, and
undertook to employ as many as two thousand workmen,
who were to labour " continually in cloth-making for the
1  Deloney, Works (ed. Mann), 20.
2  Ibid, 31.   Deloney (ibid. 211) gives an account of Thomas of Reading
in The History of the Six Yeomen, of whom " every one kept a great number
of servants at work, spinners, carders, weavers, fullers, dyers, shearmen
and rowers ".   This was Thomas Cole, ' commonly called the rich clothier
of Reading* (Fuller, The Worthies of England, ed. 1840, vol. i. 136), who
was supposed to have lived in the reign of Henry I.    But he was appar-
ently a legendary figure, and even Fuller admits that there is very little
truth in the tradition.
3  J. Burnley, The History of Wool and Woolcombing (1889), 69.
4  Herbert, Twelve Great Livery Companies, i. 207.